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Sophomore Audrey Jenkins Wins the Portland Farmers 
Market Bag Contest! 

Sophomore Audrey Jenkins was one of the three finalists in The Portland 
Farmers Market Reusable Bag Design Contest, winning the grand prize on 
June 4th. Senior Taylor Bergstromôs design received the Peopleôs Choice 
Award. Audrey will receive a $1,000 scholarship, and her design will be 
printed on hundreds of canvas bags to be distributed at this seasonôs Portland 
Farmers Markets. 

  

  

Wilson Students Win Engineering Award! 

Noah Koontz, Jacob Makuch and Ben Carleton won 3rd place in the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers (IEEE) High School Photovoltaics Design Competition. The students designed a Solar Powered 
Beach Chair with built-in media center. Awesome job! 

2016 Valedictorians 

Alaina Bensching  

Celeste Brown 
Estee Emlen 
Calvin Gagliano 

Chase Howard 
Brooklynn Loiselle 
Emily Lutz 
Jackson Miller (Highest Weighted Grade Point Average) 
Elizabeth Nguyen 
Sabine Pigg 
Elle Sandifer 
Mitchell Schenk 
Guthrie Stafford 
Michael Streinz 

  

We Are Proud to Announce the Class of 2016 Will Attend the Following Schools 
in the Fall 

Alfaisal University 
Arizona State University 
The University of Arizona 
Boston University 

Northeastern University 
Ohio Wesleyan University 
Oregon College of Art & Craft 
Oregon Institute of Technology 





Scholarship. 
Tariko Duarte: Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University Chancellorôs Scholarship and University 

Grant. 
Estee Emlen: Carleton College Scholarship, 
National Merit Scholarship, Rose Festival 
Scholarship. 
Eddie Erickson: Sierra Nevada College athletic 
(lacrosse) and academic scholarships. 
Lauren Gallison: University of Puget Sound 



 
Wilson Senior Sabine Pigg has been selected as a Johnson Scholar at Santa 

http://www.uwbadgers.com/news/2016/5/18/womens-rowing-bryans-named-rowings-big-ten-coach-of-the-year.aspx?path=wrow




 
Congratulations to them all as they spread 
the Trojan spirit! They are, from left to right: 
Eddie Erickson (Sierra Nevada College, 
Lacrosse), Michael Streinz (Harvey Mudd 
College, Claremont-Mudd-Scripps Football), 

Xavier Triplett (Linfield College, Cross 
Country and Track), Ryleigh Crenshaw 
(Seattle Pacific University, Track and Field), 
Nick Slenning (Pacific University, Cross 
Country and Track), Chase Howard 
(Creighton University, Cross Country and 

Track), Chris Nussbaum (Pacific Lutheran University, Cross Country and Track), Alina Nussbaum (Pacific 
Lutheran University, Cross Country and Tennis), Alexa Hinkley (Pacific University, Basketball), Makenna 
Clizer (Linfield College, Softball and Soccer), Katelyn Duilio (Lewis and Clark College, Softball), Maddy 
Tomastik (Wentworth Institute of Technology, Volleyball). 

  

Not pictured: Emmett Burby (Ohio Wesleyan, Lacrosse and Football) and Bennett Feinstein-Smith (College 
of the Siskiyous, Football). 

  





Daniel Nyounai Herrera, Baritone: 1st Place 



Wilson Robotics Team #7776, the Loose Screws, were division finalists at the First Tech Challenge State 
Championship held February 20 and 21 at Benson Polytechnic High School. The two days of competition 
included presentations to judges and on the field matches. After a fierce day of competition on Sunday, 
Wilsonôs team was honored to be selected as an alliance partner for the division finalsðjoining No.1-ranked 
Occamôs Razor (Hood River HS) and Syntax Error (WA County 4-H). In a best of 2 out of 3, they made it to 
the third round before losing to the alliance led by world-championship winners Batteries in Black (WA 

County 4-H). The Loose Screws achieved their highest score of the season in their final match, breaking the 
400-point barrier. What a way to end the season! The Loose Screws are led by Team Captain Sam Johnson 
(Junior) and includes: Thomas Lemoine (Sophomore), Noah Koontz (Sophomore), Benjamin Carleton 
(Sophomore), Duffy Martin (Sophomore), Sean Harrington (Sophomore), Elliott Chimienti (Sophomore), and 



Emlen Sisters Earn Honors 

Senior Estee Emlen has advanced to Finalist standing in the National Merit Scholarship Competition, which 
offcially puts her in the running for scholarships sponsored by the National Merit Scholarship Corporation in 
2016. Scholarships will be announced in March. The Oregon Jewish Museum & Center for Holocaust 
Education has selected Sophomore Tali Emlen to participate in their Teen Leadership Council for 2016-17. 
Tali was selected due to her demonstrated commitment to social justice for teens and her vision for 
community-building. Congratulations Emlen Family! 



Wilsonôs boys team, Alex Duley (Sophomore), Mitchell Simmons (Sophomore), and Matthew Hickey 
(Sophomore) is currently ranked 7th out of 8th in the TRL going into the final race on February 20th at Mt. 
Hood Skibowl. Good luck, skiiers! 

The Wilson High School Ski Team is a fun extracurricular activity for all, no matter the level of skiing ability. 
For more information, contact Wilson Head Coach Melinda Borgens (borgensm@gmail.com) or see the team 
website at http://www.wilsonskiteam.org/. 

Speech and Debate Success at Linfield 

Friday and Saturday, February 5 and 6, at the Singletary Invitational at Linfield College in McMinnville, the 
Speech and Debate Team placed in a number of events. Congratulations to Diana Herrera, who took 2nd 
place in After Dinner Speaking and secured Alternative Qualification to the State Championships by Proven 
Excellence. Other winners were Hannah Borel, 2nd place Humorous Interpretation, Helen Fick, 2nd place 
Novice Prose and 3rd place Novice Impromptu. On the debate side, the Novice Parliamentary Debate team 
of Fletcher Calcagno and William Sweek took 2nd place, as well as 3rd (William) and 4th (Fletcher) place 
individual speaker awards. The teamôs next tournament is Saturday, February 13, at Mt. Hood Community 
College. 

Wilson Student’s Sculpture Chosen for National Exhibition 

 







The Speech and Debate Team competed last weekend at Pacific University in Forest Grove and took home 
2nd place in the team Quality Sweepstakes awards. Of the 15 team members competing, 11 made the finals 
in at least one event. Congratulations to Tosca Ruotolo (1st Junior Prose), the Public Forum debate team of 
Michael Streinz and Benedicte Hamilton (2nd place), Amy Sloan (2nd Junior Radio), Benedicte Hamilton (3rd 
Expository), Hannah Borel (3rd Programmed Oral Interpretation), Diana Herrera (3rd After Dinner 
Speaking), Fletcher Calcagno (3rd Junior Prose), Madeline Mapes (3rd Junior Radio), Michael Streinz (4th 

Extemporaneous), Anna Kien (5th Radio), Helen Fick (6th Junior Prose and semifinalist Junior Impromptu), 
and Jaren Friesen (who finished 7th in the preliminary competitions in Junior Radio). The team competes 
again at Lewis and Clark College Friday and Saturday, January 15 and 16. 

 

November 

Fall Sports Wrap Up, New Season Begins 

Fall sports have come to a close and winter sports (basketball, wrestling, swimming) have now begun. 

Wilson All-City Players, Fall Sports: 

Football 
Honorable Mention: Ben Turker, Jake Moser, Gustavo Herrera, Bennett Smith, Jack Dixon, Evan Charlone 
Second Team ï Offense: Michael Streinz 
Second Team ï Defense: Sam Katter 
First Team Offense: Riley Tindell, Eddie Erickson, Emmett Burby, Graycen Kennedy 
First Team Defense: Sean Haxby, Steffen Jacobsen 
PIL Offensive Player of the Year (and leading rusher in the state): Riley Tindell 

Volleyball (PIL champs) 
Second Team: Madeline Tomastik, Breonna Keller-Robbins 
First Team: Jodi Allen, Lindsay Lang, Jane Woodward, India Jones 

Girls Soccer 
Honorable Mention: Jamie Kresl, Eva Vlassopoulos, Talulah Beisel, Nikki Hogan 
Second Team: Mackenna Clizer 
First Team: Sara Trejo 

Boys Soccer 
Honorable Mention: Tyson Horn, Sam Nathanson, Max Lommen 
Second Team: David Menashe 
First Team: Alec Dunkeld 

Cross Country State Qualifiers 
Boys (3rd in state for 6A!): Kian Mitchell, Caleb Seeley, Alex Slenning, Nick Slenning, Chris Nussbaum, Sam 
Behrens, Chase Howard 
Girls: Grace Heizer 



The Speech and Debate Team takes home prizes at Glencoe High School in 
Hillsboro 

Congratulations to Andrew Foran (1st place, Humorous Interpretation), the Duo Interpretation team of 
Hannah Borel and Bryce Snyder (2nd place), Benedicte Hamilton (2nd place, Expository), Aidan Sivers-
Boyce (Finalist, Prose Reading), and Helen Fick (Finalist, Impromptuðin her first competition outside the 
Novice category). 

Two Wilson Athletes Win Scholarships, Sign Letters of Intent for College 

Rachel Koch (left), Athletic Director Mike Easton (center), Sierra Sexton 
(right) 

Wilson senior Sierra Sexton will swim next year for the University of 
Vermont, where she has received a full-ride scholarship. UV is a NCAA 
Division I Womenôs Swimming and Diving Team. 

  

The first time she visited UV, Sierra says she just loved itðthe school was 
gorgeous, the coach was nice, and it seemed like a great place. On later visits she was able to meet the 
other swimmers, and felt at home right away. Eventually she narrowed her choices down to three colleges, 
but was already in love with Vermont. She realizes how important it is for the two pieces, academic and 
athletic, to fit together and feels that UV has it all. 

Sierra has been swimming for 8 years, four of those at Wilson. In addition, she swims for the Lacamas 
Headhunters, a year-round club team located in Camas, WA. Mia, Sierraôs mom, says that while club teams 
are important because of the year-round training opportunities they offer, the high school swim team 
experience is just as important because of the team spirit and camaraderie they offer. 

The combination of high school and club swimming (and hard work) is working for Sierraðin addition to 
earning a scholarship at a prestigious swimming school, Sierra has qualified for the upcoming Winter 
Nationals in Federal Way, Washington, where she could win a spot at the US Olympic Swim Team qualifying 
trials. Sierraôs time for the 50 Free was 26.34 last year, and this yearôs qualifying time is 26.19. 

Whatôs after college for Sierra? Her current plan is to become an orthodontist, possibly attending dental 
school at OHSU. 

Sierra has some advice for her Wilson peers, based on hard-won experience. First, she says, you may not 
have a dream or goal in front of you, but if you experience enough things, you will. Be willing to go out and 
experience new things that could very well affect what you do with the rest of your life. Second, Sierra says, 
ñAttitude is everything!ò You have to believe in yourself before anyone else will. 

Wilson senior Rachel Koch will attend California Baptist University next year where she will receive an 
athletic scholarship to compete with the Cheer Team that has won the National Championship in their 
division each of the past three years. 

Rachel is a great competitor and tumbler who found Cheer as a 4th-grader after having been in gymnastics 
since the age of 5. For several years she cheered with a traveling competitive team, then joined the Wilson 
Cheer Team as a freshman. Sheôs been on the varsity cheer squad all four years, including in 2014 when 
they won the State Championship. This year, as a co-captain of the Cheer Team, she coaches Trojan Junior 
Cheer. Rachel has been to All-State every year, where this year she was just one of 20 out of 120 girls to 
qualify for the All-State Team. 

Some of the tricks and stunts performed in cheer can be scary, and Rachel says sometimes learning new 
skills can be intimidating. Most of her fear has gone away by now, proving the value of the advice she has 



for her fellow students. Rachel says she has learned ñthat you only get as much as you put in. If you want to 
play a sport in college you have to juggle things and work hard. Then you will succeed.ò 

Rachel hopes to return to Portland for graduate school at OHSU to train for a career in health sciences, 
perhaps as a pathologist, dentist, or surgeon. 

As a small child Rachel hoped she would someday cheer at the college level and compete in the national 
championships. She applied to other schools but really wanted to go to Cal Baptist, where the cheerleaders 
are well-rounded students who train and study together in a family-like atmosphere. It sounds like a perfect 
fit and looks like Rachel is well on her way to achieving her dream! 

 

October 

Cross Country State Meet Results 

On Saturday, October 31, Wilson Cross Country took 3rd place at the State meet, marking the first time in 
over 30 years that Wilson has won a state at this meet! In addition to the team win, sophomore Alex 

Slenning finished 8th in a field of 140, qualifying for the Nike Border Class, an all-star meet to be held the 
first weekend of December at the Nike campus. Sophomore Grace Heizer placed in the top 25 at State, after 
winning her spot with a third-place finish at the District meet. Congratulations runners! 

PIL District Championship, October 22, 2015 

Last Wednesday the ñGreen Machineò that is Wilson Cross Country had a historic day of racing at the 2015 
PIL District Championships. 

The afternoon started off with our JV Lady Trojans finishing a strong 4th place. The lead pack of Trojans 
included Freshmen Annika Sunderstrom, Lizzie Reunert, Emma Halling, Junior Elsa Douglas, and Senior 
Natalie. The future is extremely bright for this group of up-and-comers! 

The JV Boys placed 2nd in a very competitive JV division. The ñWolfpackò was led by Senior Xavier Triplett, 
juniors Elius Graff, Aidan Manley and freshman Caden ñKidò Samkutty, all finishing in the top 10. 

However, the main events for the afternoon were in the Varsity divisions. At the district championships only 
the top three placing teams and top ten individuals qualify for the opportunity to compete at the state meet 
in Eugene, on October 31st. 

The Varsity womenôs team (Grace Heizer, Isabelle Brooks, Ellie Stein, Iris Emmerick, Adarha Poasa and 
Aurora Emmons) ran their hearts out, yet finished in fourth place (by 3points) behind Lincoln, Grant and 
Franklin. However, sophomore Grace Heizer ran like the wind and finished 3rd overall, qualifying her for 
state as an individual and becoming a member of the 2015 PIL all-league team. 

The big news of the day was in the Menôs division. The Mighty Trojans (Alex Slenning, Nick Slenning, Kian 
Mitchell, Chris Nussbaum, Caleb Seely, Sam Barherns and Chase Howard) ran a perfect race and shocked 
their rivals by winning the district championship. This is the first outright district championship for Wilson XC 



The Wilson Speech and Debate Team started its season at Sam Barlow High School on Saturday, October 3, 
and the 14 members who represented the team had great early success, including three brand new 
speakers who made finals in their first tournament ever. 

In debate, the Parliamentary Debate team of Adelaide Beeman-White and Moses Felberg took 3rd place. In 
individual events, Adelaide Beeman-White won 1st place in Dramatic Interpretation, and Eli Molloy, a 
freshman in his first time out, won 1st place in Novice Humorous Interpretation. Other finalists were Alex 
Cameron-Pizzo (Poetry); Diana Herrera (After Dinner Speaking); Tatum Bair (After Dinner Speaking); The 
Duo Interpretation teams of Moses Felberg and Amy Rodgers, and Hannah Borel and Bryce Snyder; and 
Jeran Friesen, who made finals in Novice Radio in his first-ever tournament. 

 


